MORE TO OFFER 
THAN JUST 
THE FALLS... 
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VIEWMOBILE TOUR 


One of the most pleasant ways to enjoy the grandeur of the American and Horseshoe Falls is by parking your car and taking a trip 
on the Victoria Park Viewmobile. This convenient transportation system tours Queen Victoria Park, allowing you to take in such 
sights as the Falls, Dufferin Islands and Paddle Boats, Park Greenhouses, Table Rock House and Scenic Tunnels, Victoria Park 
Restaurant, Cafeteria and Bavarian-style Patio Garden, the Rock Gardens, Princess Elizabeth Building, Oakes Garden Theatre, 

and the Maid of the Mist. Pleasant hostesses provide a complete history and description of Niagara and passengers are permitted to 
embark and disembark at nine different locations while completing their journey on later trains at no additional cost. 


1 McFARLAND HOUSE 
To visit this home of the early 1800 period is to turn back the pages of history. Carefully restored to its original elegance, McFarland 
House brings the past to life in its tastefully-decorated rooms. A refreshment counter is also located on the grounds, along with 


picnic areas, pavilion and playground. 


2 QUEENSTON HEIGHTS PARK AND 
BROCK’S MONUMENT 


From battlefield to family park and recreation grounds — that’s 
the story of historical Queenston Park in capsule form. Here, 
where American and British forces decided the fate of Upper 
Canada in 1812, visitors today may picnic or engage in such 
sports as tennis on asphalt courts. Outdoor band concerts are 
presented free of charge every Sunday afternoon from mid- 
June to Labour Day. | 

Located in this park, and rising 210 feet above it on the 
brow of the Niagara Escarpment, is Brock’s Monument. This 
mighty shaft of stone, topped by a heroic figure, is Canada’s 
monument to a great soldier, General Isaac Brock — hero of 
the War of 1812. 


3 QUEENSTON HEIGHTS RESTAURANT 


Located 6 miles north of Nidgara Falls in Queenston Heights 
Park, in the shadow of Brock’s Monument, this unique facility 
on the brow of the Niagara Escarpment offers fully-Ifcensed 
dining with haute cuisine, exquisite decor with a wood-burning 
fireplace, plus an unrivalled view of the lower Niagara River 
as it winds its way through lush farmlands to the far distant 
basin of Lake Ontario. 


4 FLORAL CLOCK 


The largest floral display of its kind in the world, this horti- 
cultural masterpiece is yours to enjoy, courtesy of Ontario’s 
Hydro Electric Power Commission. Made up of thousands of 
plants, the Floral Clock is located just north of the Sir Adam 
Beck Power Plants 


5 SCHOOL OF HORTICULTURE 6 HORTICULTURAL SCHOOL FLORALS 


Beauty, enchantment and education are blended together at At this mecca for plant and flower lovers, the multitude of 
The Niagara Parks Commission’s unique School of Horti- beautifully-landscaped outdoor horticultural plantings and 
culture. Here students come to study and put into practice the displays within the 100 acres of the School grounds are com- 
fine skills of master gardeners and park planners. Visitors are pletely maintained by the enrolled students. The rose garden, 
welcome to enjoy the School's grounds. | complete with a floral fountain, is a summer favourite. 


7 NIAGARA GLEN 


Dedicated to nature lovers, geology buffs, and those in search of scenic grandeur, the Niagara Glen offers visitors an unforgettable 
opportunity to hike along wooded pathways to the very edge of the Niagara River. On the heights above the Glen, the Niagara Glen 
Restaurant offers light meals and refreshments. A large picnic pavilion is located here as well. | 


8 WHIRLPOOL GOLF COURSE 9 GOLF CLUB AND DINING ROOM 
Located on the Parkway, between Niagara Falls and Open to golfers and non-golfers alike, this fully-licensed 
Queenston, this outstanding public course features wide open restaurant is one of the area’s outstanding dining rooms. 
lush green fairways throughout its 6,945-yard course. Open It offers excellence of cuisine with fine service and the 
throughout the golfing season, it’s a pay-as-you-play golfing ultimate in dining comfort. 


treat. 


10 SPANISH AERO CAR 


A scenic highlight of the Niagara area, the Aero Car carries 
passengers on a thrilling trip high above the swirling Whirlpool 
between two points in Canada, some eighteen hundred feet 
apart. Far below, the boisterous Niagara River cascades 
through a narrow gorge on its way to Lake Ontario and the 
Atlantic Ocean. 


11. THE GREAT GORGE TRIP 


Second only in unleashed fury and natural beauty to the great 
Falls themselves, the Great Gorge boardwalk brings you face- 
to-face with the churning waters of Niagara as they plunge and 
roar through the deep rock-strewn gorge. This scenic wonder is 
reached by elevator and tunnel from the cliff top. The 

Niagara Daredevil Exhibit is also located here. 


12 MAID OF THE MIST 


As fantastic as it is famous, the Maid of the Mist boats carry 
you to the very base of the mighty cataracts, as they cascade 
into the lower River. Clad in raincoats and sou’ westers, 
passengers enjoy a thrill never to be forgotten as they move 
through the clinging spray, and the ear-shattering roar of these 
great falling waters. 


13. OAKES GARDEN THEATRE | 


All the colourful magnificence of a formal garden is 

presented in this park-within-a-park. A favourite photographic 
setting for wedding parties and young lovers, it is an outstand- 
ing example of the combined skills of architects and 
horticulturists. Developed and maintained by The Niagara 
Parks Commission, the land was donated to the citizens of 


Ontario and their guests through the generosity of the late 
Sir Harry Oakes. 


14 PRINCESS ELIZABETH BUILDING 


Perched high above the river, overlooking the Maid of the 
Mist landing and the American Falls, the Princess Elizabeth 
Building houses one of the area’s finest gift and souvenir 
shops, as well as a snack bar. The outdoor terrace offers a 
spectacular view of the Falls, and the arching steel of the 
famous Rainbow Bridge. 
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15 QUEEN VICTORIA PARK 


Flowering proof of its claim as Daffodil Capital of North 
America is evidenced in this spring display of over 500,000 
yellow daffodils in full bloom in the heart of Queen Victoria 
Park. The formal and informal gardens which abound here 
also bloom profusely throughout the summer with popular 
annuals and perennials. Named in honour of Victoria 
Regina, the Park is without doubt a setting fit for a queen. 


16 VICTORIA PARK RESTAURANT 


Formerly known as the Refectory, the fully-licensed Victoria 
Park Restaurant has long enjoyed a reputation as one of the 
world’s most delightful dining rooms. Specialty of the house — 
fine foods with an unmatched view of the Falls. A modern 
cafeteria and gift shop are located on the ground floor. 


17. VICTORIA PARK PATIO GARDEN 


A little touch of Bavaria is brought to the Falls with the 
introduction of this addition to the other fine facilities. 
Designed to complement the holiday mood of patrons, it 
specializes in light snacks and refreshments. An ideal 
rendezvous for the foot-weary and thirsty visitors who have 
toured the Park area and wish a comfortable spot in which to 
relax and enjoy the passing parade. 


QUEEN VICTORIA PARK 
LANDSCAPE ILLUMINATION 


Not content with presenting visitors with an outstanding day- 
light floral show, the Parks also provide a night-time treat — 

a subtly illuminated Park in the dark. An ideal after-supper 
stroll for everyone as they view the illuminated Falls at nigh 


18 HORSESHOE INCLINE RAILWAY 


Transportation with a scenic view of the complete Falls 
landscape is provided by this modern railroad system. It 
transports people up and down the escarpment from two large 
parking areas adjacent to Table Rock House. 


19 ROCK GARDENS 


Beauty in stone and flower is featured in this colourful rock 
garden, located in Queen Victoria Park — another example of 
the horticultural skills of N.P.C. gardeners. 


20 TABLE ROCK HOUSE 


A focal point for Niagara’s many millions of visitors, Table 
Rock House is almost as famous as the Falls themselves. It 
contains a large gift shop, elevated observatory, and wash- 
rooms. The building was named after the huge limestone ledge 
that over-hung the Falls many years ago. Adjacent to the south 
end of Table Rock House and connected by a roof-top bridge 
is anew building housing a specialty-menu restaurant, snack 
bar, gift and souvenir shop and public washrooms. 


21 TABLE ROCK SCENIC TUNNELS 


No trip to Niagara is complete without a trip beneath the 

thundering Horseshoe Falls — the closest point from which the 
crashing waters may be seen with safety. Elevators carry 

visitors 150 feet down through solid rock to the tunnels and 

viewing portals. Entrance in Table Rock House. | 


ee 22 THE PARK GREENHOUSE 

Flowers and plants present a blaze of colour year ‘round in the 
Queen Victoria Park Greenhouse Conservatory. Here one 
finds both the common and the rare amidst a profusion of lush 
green leaves and exotic blooms. Open all year to visitors, free 
of charge. 


23. OAK HALL ESTATE MANSION AND PAR 3 GOLF COURSE 


Formerly the home of the late Sir Harry Oakes, Oak Hall is commonly known as ‘‘Niagara’s castle on the hill’. This baronial 
mansion, which dominates the cliff above Dufferin Islands, has been restored to much of its former grandeur with treasures and 
furnishings of the Oakes family. This manor showplace is open daily during the summer months. The spacious estate grounds now 
boast of an illuminated 9-hole Par 3 golf course — operated on a pay-as-you-play basis. Refreshments and golf club rentals are 


available for your convenience. 


24 DUFFERIN ISLANDS 
AND PADDLE BOATS 


Once the site of the Village of Bridgewater, Dufferin Islands is 
the haunt of children who swim in its supervised waters during 
the summer months. Woodlands trails wind through the 
islands where nature, in all her natural glory, delights 
naturalists and casual strollers. The Dufferin Islands Paddle 
Boats, one of the Park’s newest attractions, provide a unique 
opportunity to ply the waters of ‘’Duff’’ at a leisurely pace. 


NATURE INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMME 


Within the Niagara Parks System many natural zones have 
been set aside, which exhibit excellent examples of geology, 
flora and fauna typical to the Niagara Peninsula. During the 
summer, free guided tours are conducted by the Park Naturalist 
at the Niagara Glen. Consult the schedule posted at this 
location. Nature walks at the Whirlpool Woods, Dufferin 
Islands, Navy Island, and Miller’s Creek Park can also be 
arranged upon request. 


25 KING’S BRIDGE PARK 


Located in Chippawa, where the Welland River flows into the 
Niagara, King’s Bridge Park was once the site of a trading post 
and fort. Today, its supervised beaches attract swimmers and 
sunbathers, while picnickers can use the picnic pavilions 
provided. A snack bar offers light refreshments for all 
recreationists. 


26 MILLER’S CREEK PARK 


This heavily-treed site is a complete camper’s paradise, with modern facilities of all types, and a trading post that provides camping 
supplies and refreshments. Miller’s Creek Park is located on the scenic Parkway between Niagara Falls and Fort Erie. The grounds 


are open seven days a week during the camping season. 


PICNICKING ALONG THE SCENIC PARKWAY 


Within the Niagara Parks, there are in excess of fifty miles of 
maintained roadways, in addition to the thirty-five mile ribbon 
of sweeping main Park roadway, stretching along the Niagara 
River from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario. Areas along this scenic 
route provide the desired environment and facilities for ideal 
picnicking, with sturdy, attractive tables and benches located 
off the roadway, and, as a general rule, found under beautiful 
tree canopies overlooking the River. 


27 UPPER NIAGARA MARINA 


Service to the boating public is provided at this ultra-modern 
Marina located on the Niagara River between Fort Erie and 
Niagara Falls. Gas and oil are available, as are light snacks and 
refreshments. Ample parking. 


29 CHARLES DALEY PARK 


On the shore of vast and beautiful Lake Ontario, beside the 
Queen Elizabeth Way west of St. Catharines, Charles Daley 
Park is on your way to, or from, Niagara Falls. The wide range 
of modern facilities include a refreshment stand, washrooms, 
showers, swimming beach, and playground, with boat 
docking facilities nearby. A great place to stop and relax for 
one day or several. 3 


28 OLD FORT ERIE 


Established by the British two centuries ago, Fort Erie is 
steeped in Ontario history, as is perhaps no other historical 

site in the Province. The present fort was erected prior to and 
during the troubled days of 1812 to 1814, and visitors entering 
the fort by drawbridge cross over from the present into the past. 
Inside they find the old buildings fully restored and an out- 
standing collection of historical military mementos. British 
guards in uniform dress of the war period perform military 
drills and fire the cannon several times daily throughout the 
summer months. ; 


30 BATTLEFIELD HOUSE, STONEY CREEK 


Located near Hamilton, Battlefield House was originally the 
home of pioneer settlers who came to Upper Canada after the 
war of the American revolution. The house has recently been 
renovated, and is now fully restored and furnished to represent 
a typical farmhouse of the 1800-1840 period. Adjoining the 
House are 34 acres of parkland with historic monuments, 
picnic areas, a bandshell and a snack bar. 


CALENDAR OF FLORAL DISPLAYS 


Greenhouse Conservatory — (Indoor) 
Open seven days per week—9:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 


Fall Show — October 15 — December 15 Spring Show — January 15 — May 15 
Chrysanthemums Spring Flowering Bulbs 
Cyclamen oi | Easter Lilies | Cinerarias 
Cyclamen Schizanthus 
Christmas Show — December 15 — January 15 Summer Show — May 15 — October 15 
Poinsettias Fancy Leaf Caladiums 
Cyclamen Hydrangea Foliage Plants 
Amaryllis | Fuchsias Tropicals 


OUTDOOR DISPLAYS 


Description Period | Location 
Spring Flowering Bulbs ........ . April 15 — June 5 Q.V.P. 
| Oakes Garden Theatre 
School of Horticulture 
LAGS ih us amas HAM CP eae eg shat . May 12 — June 5 Niagara Glen 
| School of Horticulture 
Japanese Flowering Cherry ..... : May 12 — May 25 Q.V.P. 
: 3 Oakes Garden Theatre 
School of Horticulture 
Summer Bedding and Perennials ; June 15 — October 15 Fort Erie Park 
| Mather Arch 
OWEP: 
Oakes Garden Theatre 
School of Horticulture 
Queenston Heights Park 
ROSES Pei haiotd ca Mews aten June 15 — September 15 Q.V.P. (2 gardens) 
| - School of Horticulture 
iisvand Peomiesecs tee 5% . May 24 — June 25 School of Horticulture 
Daniias 7 evoke ae ones . Sept. 1 — Oct. 15 Q.V.P. 
Chrysanthemums (Hardy) . Sept. 15 — Nov. 1 School of Horticulture 


ILLUMINATION OF FALLS 


(Local Times) 
(White lights only for first and last fifteen minutes) 


November, December, January and February 
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THE © 
NIAGARA PARKS a 
COMMISSION Ontario 


The Niagara Parks Commission, established in 1887, 
has had a unique and exciting history. From an original 
“acorn” of a mere 154 acres, the Parks System is now 
a mighty “oak” that encompasses slightly more than 
3,000 acres along 35 miles of the Niagara River. 
Included in this system today are historic sites, golf 
courses, marina, camp grounds, swimming beaches, 
picnic areas, restaurants, gift shops, horticultural 
gardens and school, significant natural areas 

and attractions. 

The Commission’s goals are as follows: 


1) To maintain, preserve, and enhance the beauty and 
surroundings of the Canadian Niagara Falls and the Niagara 
River, from Fort Erie to Niagara-on-the-Lake. 


2) To develop, operate and maintain a system of park and 
recreation areas, historic sites and educational facilities which 
complement the natural wonders of the Niagara Falls and 

the Niagara River, and which will facilitate and add to the 
visitor’s enjoyment. 

3) To provide those wishing to view and enjoy the splendor 
of Niagara Falls an opportunity to do so with ease. 


4) To provide a broad range of educational opportunities 
for people in the fields of horticulture, geology, natural 
history, and the history of the Niagara Frontier. 


ia), Lo continually seek new methods and means for 
improving the visitor’s experience when visiting the Falls area. 


6) To encourage complementary uses of lands adjacent to 
the Parks System, and to.work with other groups and agencies 
who have compatible interests in the Park area. 


7) Toinsure a suitable first and/or last impression for the 
many millions of visitors to Ontario and Canada 
crossing the borders along the Niagara Frontier. 


8) To encourage and promote the development of the 
tourism industry in Ontario and Canada. 


9) To pursue the self-sustaining nature of the Parks System 
while recognizing the limitations of compatible and suitable 
revenue producing facilities and the long range need for 
capital improvements. 4 

The present Niagara Parks Commission is continuing the 
policy of Commissions of former years, namely a dedication to 
carry out a programme of preservation, restoration, commem- 
oration, beautification, and attraction for the enjoyment of 

the millions of yearly park visitors from all over the world. 


